The Abbey’s Foundation

The illustration builds a picture of what the Abbey may have looked environment for the foundation in the 10™ century of the rule of St
like. Bustling with activity the South Gate leads directly into the Benedict with the monastic revival under King Edgar (957- 975).
town along Abbey Street, the main commercial centre. Edgar gave Aethelmaer, one of his ministers, the task of supervising
The North Gate entrance would have been busy with wagons the new monastery in Cerne. It Is suggested that Aethelmaer, a young
taking produce between the farm and either the barn close by or man in his twenties, may have inherited the fledgling abbey from an
the Tithe Barn further to the west of the town. Almost all of the unknown kinsman. In any event by 987 the monastery was up and
townsfolk were working for the Abbey In one way or another. running with a post dated charter to prove it!
e Titic Bary Income of Dorset’s Abbeys
SN Dver JIGy 1086 1291 1535
£ e Cerne £160 £177 £575
i ek ’ Milton £91 £136 £665
Abbotsbury £69 £95 £401
Sherborne £61 £136 £682

After its foundation the Abbey continued to grow and prosper
although its relative size as measured by its income, changed as
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significant landowner allowing it to create a monastery of some
stature. This Is apparent ;’?---;_;:‘;,;.;,;{;;:-\gw%\\//
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Cerne Abbey was founded in 987 - the date confirmed in its probably the abbey’s = Y -
charter written in the 12 or 13" century. What, though, was kitchen garden but ‘ Y ama
significant about 987 and why Cerne? The Cerne Abbey story starts since no excavation has .
iIn 870 when Edwold refused the East Anglian crown and came to taken place we can B A

live near Cerne as a hermit. Edwold’s arrival must have created the only guess. — ene Abbey today






